Tracking dendritic cells: use of an in situ method to label all blood leukocytes.
Here we describe an in situ procedure with a labeling index (percent of labeled blood leukocytes) >98%, which is high enough to permit the direct tracking of dendritic cell (DC) precursors from blood into lymphoid tissues, while circumventing the pitfalls associated with in vitro labeling. DC and lymphocytes have similar blood to afferent lymph migratory capabilities. This method has additional applications in tracking other rare cell populations in both normal and pathological states.